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Recently there have been several crimes committed in and around YOUR neighborhood. We are working diligently to solve and prevent these crimes, but we need your help. A list of crimes is available on the VBPD website.
IF YOU HAVE INFORMATION ON THESE CRIMES, PLEASE CALL CRIME SOLVERS AT
1-888-LOCK-U-UP
YOU WILL REMAIN ANONYMOUS AND CAN RECEIVE A CASH REWARD To prevent you from becoming the next victim, we offer the following suggestions:
· Keep all doors and windows closed and LOCKED.
· Keep car doors locked and windows rolled up
· Do not leave valuables in plain view in your vehicle, including GPS units and IPODs
· Do not leave keys in your vehicle. This includes garage door openers.[image: image1]
· Turn on exterior lights at night to allow neighbors and police to watch your home.
· Trim bushes and trees to reduce hiding places.
· Be aware of suspicious activity in your neighborhood (see reverse side)
· For additional information, please contact the Virginia Beach Police Department’s Crime Prevention Unit at (757) 385-1006, or the First Precinct at (757) 385-4377.
· Important Phone Numbers:  
Non Emergency 385-5000
Crime prevention 385-1006
Public Utilities 385-4631

First Precinct 385-4377  

Code Enforcement 385-4421
Public Works 385-4167

Second Precinct 385-2700
Animal Control 385-4444

Sheriffs Office 385-4555

Third Precinct 385-2703

Domestic Violence 385-4101
VB311 385-1111

EXAMPLES OF SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
· A person walking down the street, looking into vehicles, checking door handles, or looking into windows or garages.
· A person going door-to-door may be looking for an opportunity to steal. Criminals often give an excuse if you answer the door (e.g., asking if someone lives there, to use the phone, etc.) Do NOT open the door for strangers and/or persons you are not expecting. Tell them through your CLOSED, LOCKED door to leave your property. Watch to see if they approach other houses. Criminals sometimes pose as business solicitors in order to “case out” homes for burglaries.
· Any person forcibly entering a locked vehicle, especially at night, is highly suspicious.
· One or more persons sitting in a parked vehicle closely scanning the area around them.
· Vehicles moving slowly and driving without lights or one that keeps passing the same area.
· Unusual noises including gunshots, screaming, sounds of fighting, barking dogs, breaking glass, or anything else suggesting foul play.
DEFINITIONS:
· Burglary: breaking into a[image: image2.jpg]


nd entering the house of another. According to the FBI statistical data, in 2009, there were an estimated 2,199,125 burglaries.  Burglaries of residential properties accounted for 72.6 percent of all burglary offenses.  In 2009, there were an estimated 2,043 burglaries in the City of Virginia Beach.

· Robbery: taking of the property of another from his or her person or in his or her immediate presence, against his or her will, by violence or intimidation.

· Larceny: the wrongful taking and carrying away of the personal goods of another from his or her possession.
ADDITIONAL CRIME PREVENTION TIPS
· Make sure your house numbers are clearly visible from the street.
· Glass within 40 inches of a door lock should be double paned and shatter-resistant.
· Use a metal rod or wooden dowel in sliding doors to prevent them from being opened.
· Keep an inventory of your property, with serial numbers, in a safe place.
· Do not advertise your activities on a social networking site or the internet.
· Do not hide keys outside your home or put your address on your key ring.
· Do not leave a garage door opener in a vehicle parked outside.
· If you are on vacation, have a neighbor watch your home, collect mail and papers. 
· Crime prevention starts with you and your neighbors.  Get to know your community, neighborhood, and neighbors by starting a Neighborhood Watch Program.  This simple program is an investment into your house and neighborhood.  With this program and following home prevention tips (listed below) will yield lower residential burglaries.  Look out for each other.  Start one today, don’t delay, it could keep your house from being the next victim.  

ATTENTION!!









